It took just pride in its new varieties of early-ripening po-
tatoes, which yield 30 tons to the hectare.
And so, this kolkhoz received Stalin's assignment. No-
body had hitherto done anything of the kind., to grow
melons in this latitude was something entirely new for
agronomic science. An agronomist,, E. E. Kuzin, arrived
at the kolkhoz to help in the new task. Kuzin was attached
to the melon brigade of which E. F. Krutova was in
charge.
Both Kuzin, who for many years had specialized in the
"northerning" of melon and related crops, and the melon
brigade knew perfectly well that the problem would not be
solved by simply planting the seeds and waiting to see what
would grow. Nature cannot be altered at one stroke. Every-
thing was important: the choice of the plot (a southern
slope), the soil, fertilizer for it, warming it with fresh horse
dung, well-prepared seedlings, protection from wind, wa-
tering, tending.
The watermelons began to ripen in August. The first one
to be picked weighed four kilograms. Later, the Ilyich kol-
khozniks wrote: "We were convinced that it is possible to
grow, near Moscow, melon and related crops which hith-
erto have been brought here a thousand kilometres from
the South."
In 1948, every brigade at the Ilyich Kolkhoz pledged
itself to plant watermelons and melons. And a hundred and
fifty other kolkhozes in the Moscow Region did the
same.
"Agriculture is much followed among them. ..." These
words were written three and a half centuries ago in a noisome
cell by a hand that had been mutilated by inhuman torture,
the hand of Tommaso Campanella.
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